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Life Group Study Notes 

“The Discipleship Path: Go! (The Good Samaritan)” 
 Sr. Ps. James Lowe - March 17, 2019 

Warm Up (10-15 minutes) 
Choose a question to answer, or ask another. No right or wrong answers.  
• Who is one of the most generous people you know?

• Who is someone you admire who lives a life of voluntary sacrificial service to others?

• Which is more difficult for you: to help others financially or with your time?


Word (10-15 minutes) 
Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org

Luke 10:25-37 ESV And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, "Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written in the Law? How do you 
read it?" And he answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself." And 
he said to him, "You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live." But he, desiring to 
justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"  
Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, 
who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest 
was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a 
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, 
as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to 
him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave 
them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you 
when I come back.' Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man 
who fell among the robbers?" He said, "The one who showed him mercy." And Jesus said to 
him, "You go, and do likewise."

The key to understanding Jesus’ parable is his conversation with the lawyer (religious scholar). 
The lawyer, who thinks highly of his own religious life and works, wants to inherit eternal life. He 
believes he already is doing what God requires to inherit eternal life and asks questions of 
Jesus simply to justify himself. In response to this man’s attitude and beliefs Jesus then tells 
him the parable of the Good Samaritan.
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Jesus tells the story in such a way that it works to expose the lawyer’s own sinfulness and 
need for salvation. The priest and the Levite are inserted in the story to set the lawyer up. The 
lawyer would have been aligned with the Pharisees, who didn’t get along well with the priests 
and Levites. They viewed each other critically, finding fault with one another’s particular 
religious beliefs and status within society. The priests and Levites in large part had special 
privileges from the Romans, who were seen as oppressors by the Pharisees and lawyers. 

The lawyer would be thinking to himself as Jesus told the story, “Of course, the priest and 
Levite didn’t help the beaten man. But I would.” Indeed, the Pharisees and lawyers highly 
valued three key works that they believed had great religious value: prayer, fasting, and helping 
the poor. Their teaching would call the lawyer to help the man.

But Jesus then introduces the hero of the story as a Samaritan. This is significant because 
Samaritans were despised by the Pharisees and lawyers. The Samaritans were descended 
from foreign peoples who intermarried with the poor Israelites who had remained in the land 
after the Assyrian and Babylonian exiles. Their beliefs and practices were viewed as corrupt by 
the Pharisees. The Pharisees and lawyers didn’t go to their homes, eat with them, or even 
travel through their towns. They wanted nothing to do with them. Jesus was exposing the 
lawyer’s deep prejudice and the fact that he didn’t truly love his neighbor as himself.

Indeed, Jesus tells the story with the Samaritan going further in his care for the beaten stranger 
than would be expected of even a normal righteous person. Who loves a stranger like this? The 
answer, of course, is Jesus. He loves all of us, so much so that he was willing to make the 
ultimate sacrifice needed to help us out of our tragic, spiritually lost condition. 

In this parable Jesus challenges all of us to recognize our own need for him. Like the lawyer, 
none of us is righteous enough to inherit eternal life based on our own merits. All of us are in 
spiritual need like the beaten stranger. And all of us need Jesus to come to our rescue just as 
the beaten man needed the sacrificial help of the Samaritan to live and recover. 

Jesus has provided that help by living a sinless life on our behalf and by dying a cruel death 
also on our behalf. Through these he has provided for our forgiveness, our reconciliation with 
God, and our restoration to wholeness. We must turn to him and, trusting him, follow him in 
obedience to God. He saves everyone who comes to him. 

And following him means being Good Samaritans to others. Above all, this means bringing 
them to Jesus by telling them about him and his salvation.


Discussion (10-15 minutes) 
Choose one of the points below, and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

• What good deeds when done by you make you sometimes think highly of yourself?


• What is evidence in your life of your need for Jesus to save you?


• How has Jesus revealed his compassion to you?


Prayer (10-15 minutes) 
Pray any of the following, as well as any other requests you may have. 

• Thank God for how Jesus sacrificially gave himself to rescue us.


• Ask God for his compassion for people to fill your soul.


• Ask God to show you someone he wants you to spiritually and/or practically help.
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